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Deborah Lofgren, from left, Bob Schaefer and Gail Hirn sign up to comment at Tuesday’s 
Madison City Council meeting on the Air Force’s plans to bring F-35 fighter jets to Truax Field. 
Lofgren, who lives in an area that would be most affected by the additional noise, opposes 
the jets.
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resolution at Tuesday’s 
meeting because it takes a 
stronger stance. They cited 
the negative effects the 
noise would have on chil-
dren, people with disabil-
ities, people of color and 
those who live in low-in-
come housing.

Only one person spoke in 
support of the F-35s being 
placed at Truax, with a few 
stating that they were neu-
tral. 

“You have a responsibil-
ity to the low-income, dis-
abled people,” said Elaine 
Pridgen, who said her home 
would be impacted. 

Kathlean Wolf, a veteran 
who lives near the airport, 
said the noise from the cur-
rent F-16 jets triggers her 
post traumatic stress disor-
der. She said she and others 
cannot afford to move to a 
different area of the city.

Jennie Capellaro, who 
lives near the Dane County 
Regional Airport, said even 
if homes receive sound-
proofing, that won’t help in 
residents’ backyards or on 
school playgrounds. Ca-
pellaro said she knew the 
council did not have the 
power to prevent the F-35s 
from coming to Madison, 
but she urged council mem-
bers to try. 

“Please try to stop this 
from happening,” Capel-
laro said. 

Pocan calls  
for noise testing  

Meanwhile, U.S. Rep. 
Mark Pocan on Tuesday 
asked for further testing on 
the noise impact on nearby 
neighborhoods.

In a letter, Pocan, 
D-Madison, asked the Air 
Force to coordinate with 
the Wisconsin Air National 
Guard’s 115th Fighter Wing, 
which is stationed at Truax, 
to conduct live flight tests in 
Madison so residents can 
hear the difference between 
the new class of fighter jets 
and the F-16s they would 
replace.

“As I hear from more 
members of the commu-
nity, it has been brought to 
my attention that the noise 
impact is difficult to assess 
due to the Air Force’s use 
of the Day, Night, Average 
Sound Level (DNL) met-
ric,” Pocan wrote to Acting 
Air Force Secretary Mat-
thew Donovan, referring to 
a commonly used method of 
measuring noise over time.

“It’s just hard to read 
a report and understand 
sound,” Pocan said in an 
interview. “I think people 
have experienced F-16s for 
a number of years. Having 
both as a side-by-side com-
parison, so to speak, would 
be I think very helpful.”

Pocan asked for the test 
to be completed before the 
Sept. 27 deadline for pub-
lic comments on the Air 
Force’s environmental im-
pact study.

Rhodes-Conway said 
Tuesday she supports such 
a test, noting apparent con-
tradictions in the environ-
mental study.

“I am very disappointed 
in the U.S. Air Force and the 
Air National Guard’s failure 
to provide adequate infor-
mation about this project 
and its potential impacts 
on our community, and 
their failure to address mis-
conceptions on the record,” 
Rhodes-Conway said in a 
statement. “The public de-
serves better information.”

The Wisconsin Air Na-
tional Guard has said it 
does not have the author-
ity to request such a test as 
the military’s few F-35s are 
needed for national security 
missions.

Noise levels debated 
Truax Field is one of five 

locations — and among the 
Air Force’s two preferred 
bases — under consider-
ation to host two squadrons 
of the new jets, replacing 
the 32-year-old F-16s now 
flown by the 115th.

The new mission would 
result in up to $120 million 
in construction, dozens 
of new jobs and assure the 
long-term viability of the 

base, but also increased 
noise levels for nearby res-
idences, especially in areas 
with low-income housing 
units.

According to the envi-
ronmental study, take-offs 
and landings at the airport 
would initially surge by 
47 percent as the existing 
F-16s are phased out. The 
new jets would ultimately 
fly about 6,222 operations a 
year, 27 percent more than 
the current flight volume.

The environmental study 
says adding the jets would 
subject more than 1,000 ad-
ditional households around 
the airport to an average 
daily noise level above 65 
decibels, or about as loud 
as a nearby vacuum cleaner. 
That number represents a 
daily average noise level in 
that area from all airplanes 
— the F-35s along with more 
than 81,000 annual civilian 
operations.

But for a few seconds 
during takeoff, the noise 
from an F-35 can reach 110 
decibels or more. That’s 
about 16 times louder than 

a vacuum cleaner, or the 
equivalent of being at a loud 
rock concert or standing 
next to a car horn.

That difference between a 
hypothetical noise level av-
eraged over 24 hours and the 

actual noise the jets create 
is the problem Pocan said 
he wants to address with a 
direct comparison between 
the current jets and the new 
ones.

In her statement, 
Rhodes-Conway also noted 
the apparent contradiction 
between the Air Force’s 
findings of an increase in 
average noise levels at sev-
eral locations while also 
noting very little change in 
the “sound exposure level,” 
which represents both the 
intensity of a sound and its 
duration, at the same loca-
tions.

Council members have 
received hundreds of public 
comments for and against 
the F-35s, most of which 
reflect comments made last 
week at a National Guard 
open house.

Advocates, 
opponents 

U.S. Sens. Tammy Bald-
win, D-Madison, and 
Ron Johnson, R-Oshkosh, 
former governors Scott 
Walker and Jim Doyle and 
state lawmakers have sup-
ported the F-35s. They say 

it would ward off the pos-
sibility of eventually losing 
the base, although an Air 
Force spokeswoman said it 
would be “speculative” to 
assume the mission would 
be in jeopardy without the 
new jets.

State Rep. Chris Taylor, a 
Madison Democrat, has ve-
hemently opposed the new 
jets and has said support-
ers such as the Badger Air 
Community Council don’t 
represent the people who 
would be most affected.

Zach Brandon, president 
of the Greater Madison 
Chamber of Commerce 
and an ardent supporter 
of the project, believes the 
environmental study over-
states the noise problem. 
He argues the benefits of 
supporting the base, with 
its $100 million annual 
economic impact, outweigh 
any concerns.

Acting Air Force Secre-
tary Donovan is expected 
to issue a final decision in 
February. If approved, the 
first F-35 jets could arrive 
in 2023.

State Journal reporter 
Mitchell Schmidt contrib-
uted to this report. 
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Contact us for a free 
consultation.

(608) 252-6037

• WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT 
• SEARCH • MOBILE 
• EMAIL MARKETING 
• ONLINE DISPLAY 

• DIGITAL AUDIO & VIDEO
• SOCIAL MEDIA

amplifieddigitalagency.com

Health & Wellness

24HR
Quality
Care

Whatever
life brings,
we’ve got
you covered!

Independent Living | Assisted Living | Rehabilitation | Skilled Nursing Care

Continuum of Care
Call for a tour today!
608-849-5016

801 S Klein Dr, Waunakee WI 53597

FALL MADISON
COIN CLUB SHOW

50
Tables!

Sunday, Sept. 29th, 9am – 3pm | Crowne Plaza
4402 East Washington Ave., Madison, WI 53704

CONTACT JOHN KRUEGER
608-834-4114 OR CCHOICE2@YAHOO.COM

RETIREMENT
ANNOUNCEMENT

DR. NEAL KATZ,
Podiatrist,

has announced his retirement on
Oct. 15 of this year.

Please welcome
DR. COLIN GRANEY
as this office will
remain open at

664 West
Washington Ave.,
Madison.
(608) 241-0848
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With cushion to make it soft.
Loaded with support.

Rubber soles for great traction.
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Registration and more

information:

www.orchidsfasdservices.org

Nate Sheets
Is Coming to Wisconsin
An International FASD Behavior Consultant,
Speaker, and Advocate. He has a decade of
experience in the developmental disability
field and helps families, schools, mental health
programs, and government agencies understand
the needs of people with FASDs.

October 11, 2019 ~ 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM
American Family Insurance Training Center
6000 America Parkway, Madison, Wisconsin

THIS WORKSHOP IS CREATED FOR YOU IF YOU:
- Care for someone with diagnosed or suspected Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder

- Struggle to understand challenging behaviors of someone with FASD

- Want to know what you can do to help someone with FASD be successful

- Want to avoid your own BURN-OUT while caring for someone with FASD

- Work as a:

o Parent/Caregiver of a child or adult with a Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder

o Adoption Support Counselor

o Behavioral Therapist

o Residential Treatment or Correctional Social Worker, Psychologist, Therapist

o Group Home Provider for adults with developmental disabilities

o Teacher or Job Coach for individuals with developmental disabilities

WHAT YOU WILL RECEIVE:
- A day-long workshop filled with practical tools and strategies for preventing

and for dealing with the challenging, risk-taking, and self-defeating behaviors

associated with FASD

- A new way to look at behaviors and expectations through a “Cognitive Skills Lens”

- “Ask the Expert” opportunity to get your most pressing behavioral

concerns addressed

- Opportunities to individualize concepts and tools to your particular situation

and setting

COST: $110 before Sept 21. $130 after Sept 20. Meals provided.
Contact jwille@orchidsfasdservices.org to learn about discounted

rates for parents and groups registering together by September 20.

2019 FALL FASD FORUM:
“It’s a Brain Thing: Cognitive Supports for People with Fetal Alcohol

Spectrum Disorders and Other Neurological Disorders”

nd

**EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION ENDS SEPTEMBER 20**

If you cannot attend but would like to donate to Orchids,

please donate on our website at www.orchidsfasdservices.org.

An event sponsored by the WI FASD Coalition and Orchids FASD Services of WI


